


Let me take you back almost 8 years. 
Back to 2013, the last evening of January. 
Anne Marie Engtoft Larsen, Mads Svaneklink and I was enjoying a glass of wine after a Board meeting at CBS. 
We saw an urgent need from students to meet and work together across disciplines. 
We saw international students who did not manage to get Danish friends during their studies. 
And we saw students who seriously wanted to make a positive impact and not just earn a lot of money. 
The issue was, our University was not able to help us. 
However, we dared to be bold and courageous.
For instance, Imagine how bold it was when Mads the day after asked Freja Ejendomme if they would send the sales prospect of this old Policestation at the heart of Frederiksberg with a 
price tag: 40 mio. kr.
And how courageous it was, when Anne Marie quickly setup a meeting with the Major of Frederiksberg to convince him, that he should postpone his right of first purchase, to give us time to fundraise the money to buy the Policestation – which we argued would support his strategy for Frederiksberg.
There are many parties who deserve a huge thank you on a day like this. 
First a thank you to all the students who during the first years got together across disciplines, stayed open and curious and helped shape the very first thoughts into a solid idea.
Thank you to CBS, particular former President Per Holten-Andersen and the Board and the rest of the management team for trusting us through all phases of the project.


Thank you to The Velux Foundations for being the very first to support the project financially and Nordea Fonden for matching the generous support. 
Not to forget Knud Højgaards Fond, Augustinus Fonden, Frederiksberg Fonden and Weimans Fond for the very critical funding to reach our budget to start the project.
Thank you.


however, it isnt only the police station that has undergone an incredible transformation. 

Since the first organisational bricks were laid in 2016, more than 300 students from DTU, KU, ITU, AAU, RUC, University of Southern DK, KEA, School of Architecture (KADK) and CBS have taken part in laying the foundation for generations to come. We were all building the bridge while walking on it. 

On the one hand, this posed a great deal of challenges and teething troubles. As it turns out, combining optimistic planning bias and unbelievable high ambitions is not always the perfect cocktail. 

On the other hand, it gave room to rebel, to experiment and to fail. And, with the generous support from Tuborgfondet, Otto Mønsteds Fond and DSEB, that is likely why we – as in everyone who has been involved – can be incredibly proud to be standing here on the opening day and already have witnessed so many achievements. 

Together, we have worked across disciplines to influence the sustainability agenda and practices, we have pushed the standards of higher education, repurposed old buildings abroad to empower the youth and we have shown that students can indeed provide value to the business society.

And by doing so, we have been recognized with a Danish Design Award for Better Learning, nominated for Rising Star of the Year at the Green Awards, and have helped more than 20 SMEs defining promising solutions to their challenges. 

Therefore, a sincere thank you to all of you who dedicated endless and endless of hours to make this happen. Because of you, there are no limits of what can be achieved from within these walls.


The project was now finally a reality and togeather with CBS we aqcuired this beautiful policestation. We could now begin transforming our house into something extraordinary. We knew that this was going to take stamina – but I don’t think any of us had imagined just how long it would end up taking. 
Luckily, there was a power team of architects who took on the challenge to help us build a house that could change the world: Thank you Bertelsen & Scheving Arkitekter, 3xN & Argency + a large amount of advisors, ingeniers and more. And off course a lot of love to our friends at EDA from CBS! 

What... a... journey.... Lets maybe build a summerhouse next time? Or should we try to take over the firestation next door? 
I think that one of the greatest learnings that we have gotten out of this long process is that it is not a house that can change the world it’s the soul of the house and the people you put in it. Thus today is not just about opening up the house as this house has been open for many years now. Today is a celebration of the many extraordinary people that has been a part of accumulating their energy into these walls and bricks and thereby made sure that we stand here with a house that already has a passionate, ambitious and loving soul and some likeminded young students to fill it out. 
You know who you are! 



Thank you for not only creating a strong collaborative attention but making sure to put this attention into action through signature activities, great partnerships, student led activities and much more. Thank you for showing the world what students are able to do!





